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US HEAVY DUTY WASHER & DRYER

Whirlpool

DESIGNED TO DELIGHT"

Clean the toughest
loads with a washer
you can rely on

AMERICAN

— PRIDE —

6% Dual Action
Spiral Agltator '

www.whirlpool.com.ph
¢) Whirlpool Philippines

- 4GWTW3000 FW 15 kg, Washer
4GWGD4815 EW 15 kg. Gas Dryer

JEFFREY NG: ‘I DREAM OF
A HOME FOR EVERY FILIPINO’

By CHING M. ALANO

Housing dream: Subdivision and Housing
Developers Association (SHDA) chairman Jeffrey
T. Ng has worked hard over the past three years
to help every Filipino own his own home.

BUY GENUINE SAHARA! I*
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TILE ADHESIVE
ADVANCED POLYMER MIX

effrey T. Ng has one unwavering passion in life: to see
every Filipino own his own home. And for this committed
economist and real estate bigwig, itis not just a dream but a
personal mission he’s determined to pursue in his lifetime.

Even before the Ng family’s entry into the real estate business
with Cathay Land Inc. back in 1994, Jeffrey Ng was already
aware of the lack of housing in the country, what with a fast-
growing population. This rude awakening can probably be
traced back to his UP Diliman days, when he was a “Iskolar ng
Bayan,” sitting in the classroom with the best of the best students
from the best public schools all over the Philippines.

“We were all politically conscious, our eyes were open to
the problems of the country,” says Ng who continues to serve
as president of the University of the Philippines School of
Economics Alumni Association.

To address the housing needs of Filipinos, developers were
investing in tracts of land, but it’s not as simple as just buying
a parcel of land, declaring it as something for housing use, and
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Alabang-Zapote Road
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LIVE UNLIMITED.

Situated in the bustling gateway of Metro Manila,
it's a home with unlimited possibilities
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*Space-saving layout and expandable units
e Unlimited investment opportunities
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*Unlimited Lifestyle and shopping options

* Feel unlimited with an Aquatrium and
cross-flow wind tunnel design

Reserve Now: (02) 8878-0178
anandasquare.com

Paranaque

+ City

[} Alabang Town Center

() SM South Mall

B HLURB LS No.:035128
HLURB ENCR AA-2019/09-2507
Date of Completion: Jan. 31, 2024
Location: Brgy. Talon Uno, Las Pinas City
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Cathay Land launches landmark Alabang pr0]ect

Property developer Cathay Land expects
property buyers and investors to have a strong
interest in the residential units of Ananda
Square, which is foreseen to become Alabang’s
newest commercial and residential landmark.

Strategically located along Alabang-Zapote
Road in Las Pinas City, between SM South
Mall and Robinsons Place Las Pinas, Ananda
Square will host a supermarket, coffee shops,
restaurants, banks and more retail choices in its
three-floor mall.

Cathay Land president Jeffrey Ng expects
that the promise of a new shopping mecca and
the prevailing real estate boom in the south —
with prices of similar condominium projects
hovering north of P200,000 per sqm. — will
give Ananda Square an edge among buyers
and investors. Ananda Square is also just a
few minutes from the Alabang central business
district (CBD).

The first of Ananda Square’s four towers is
a 20-story mixed-use building that will feature
about 700 units and will be comprised mainly
of studio units and one-bedroom suites.

Cathay Land expects the amenities of Ananda
Square to be another draw for investors. Pocket
gardens allow for natural sunlight and fresh
air to circulate within the tower. An open-air
courtyard will serve as a communal area with
beautiful sunrise and sunset views set amidst
lush and verdant surroundings.

Ananda Square will likewise feature the

Aquatrium, a sparkling oasis that comes residential units.

Among the amenities that Ananda Squai'e residents will enjoy ﬁlill be the lap pool, kiddie pool and
pool deck at the Aquatrium.

Cathay Land expects Ananda Square to be a new Iandmark in the South once cnmpleted The mlxed-use development features a strip mall and

complete with a pool deck and a lap and kiddie
pools.

Other amenities in the well-planned
development are a study lounge for students
who want a quiet place to do schoolwork and
for avid readers to curl up with a book. The
study lounge can also be a place for small
meetings, but those who require bigger spaces
can hold their gatherings at the Social Hall that
can host banquets for special occasions.

All in all, Cathay Land expects these
amenities to create a strong sense of community
among Ananda Square residents.

Given Ananda Square’s strategic location in

the booming South, its vibrant strip mall and
exciting suite of amenities, one may expect a
stratospheric price. But no.

Ngannounced that Cathay Land is starting off
Ananda Square at a very attractive introductory
price to give future residents and investors an
opportunity to ride the continued boom of the
real estate sector in the South. “With our very
attractive pricing, we are confident that we can
tap a good mix of young professionals working
in the Alabang CBD and beyond, those who
are growing their families, and those who are
looking to make investments in the South as
it grows its commercial and industrial hubs
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Famllles raising the country’s next leaders will appremate Ananda Square’s amenities, including

the Study Lounge.

even further.”

True enough, Ananda Square units start at a
very attractive price: around I’98,000 per sqm.
A 24-sqm. studio unit starts at P2.8 million,
whereas a 32.63-sqm. one-bedroom unit goes for
up to 3.2 million. Bigger spaces are available
at the two penthouse floors where buyers have

the option to combine adjacent units.

Ng believes that “Now is the time” for
aspiring homeowners and investors to take
advantage of the growth opportunity that
Ananda Square offers. For more information
on Cathay Land’s Ananda Square project, call
8878-0178 or visit www.anandasquare.com.

Jeffrey Ng... From Page ct

selling it to an aspiring homeowner. There were the stringent
laws, the bureaucratic processes, the skyrocketing cost of land
and materials to contend with. For instance, the conversion of
land alone from agricultural to residential or mixed-use would
take a minimum of two years to process.
WANTED: A UNIFIED VOICE

With that in mind and to have a louder, more united voice,
Jeffrey Ng joined the Subdivision and Housing Developers
Association (SHDA) and rallied fellow developers into advocating
a more conducive business environment for industry players
and ultimately, enabling more Filipinos to have their own home.

As the biggest national housing organization (138 members
from Metro Manila, 179 from eight regions, and 32 affiliate
members), SHDA has but one collective mandate: to address
the country’s housing backlog, now estimated at 6.7 million and
projected to grow to 12.3 million houses by 2030. Apparently,
something needs to be done — right now!

However, the economist in Ng sees something bigger, more
threatening to the 6.7M figure. With an average of four members

‘In life, just as in business, it should
be more than profits alone. It’s about
leaving a legacy, making an impact
on our communities. We want to
help create a country where every
Filipino deserves his own home.’

—

For Marawi: Housing and Urban Develnpment Coordinating
Council (HUDCC) Secretary Eduardo Del Rosario (center)
witnesses the awarding of SHDA'’s donation to the Madrasa School
in Marawi for the rebuilding of classrooms in the war-torn city. With
him and Ng are SHDA'’s Rosie Tsai, HUDCC Assistant Secretary
Felix Castro Jr. and SHDA president Raphael Felix.

For the | Filipino: Jeffrey Ng presides over a SHDA board meeting attended by (counter
clockwise) corporate secretary Arlene Keh, first VP Rosie Tsai, president Raphael Felix,

and PRO Kerwin Padua.
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per Filipino household, that translates to
a grand total of nearly 26.8 million. That
means that roughly one-fourth of our
100-million population do not have their
own home. One out of four is renting,
living with parents, co-habiting in a
dorm or apartment or, worse, squatting
somewhere in the crowded metropolis.
But there’s light at the end of the tunnel.
Realizing the enormity of the festering
backlog, Ng took a more active role in
SHDA, becoming first vice president in
2017, then president the following year,
and finally, chairman of the board in 2019.
“It was my mentor Willy Uy of
PHINMA who invited me to become
a director of SHDA 10 years ago,” Ng
relates. “It was really painful for me when
he passed away two months ago. It gives
me a greater purpose, a greater incentive
to continue his work, his advocacy trying
to build a home for every Filipino.”
Pressured to address the growing
population’s need for affordable housing,

Housing patron: SHDA and

.._‘ " Jeffrey Ng honor Sen. JV Ejercito
- (fourth from left) at the recent
national convention for being one
of the principal authors of the

law creating the Department of
Human Settlements and Urban
Development. Joining them are
SHDA officers Rosie Tsai, Raphael
Felix, SHDA Southern Mindanao’s
Benny Claudio, and SHDA Northern
Mindanao’s Volt Flores.

SHDA transformed itself into a leaner
organization and got down to work.
[t intensified its campaign to combat
antiquated laws and processes. SHDA's
unsparing efforts were finally rewarded
when in February of this year, President
Rodrigo Duterte signed into law the creation
of the Department of Human Settlements
and Urban Development (DHSUD), a one-
stop national government entity tasked
with the management of housing, human
settlement, and urban development.
AT LONG LAST,
A HOUSING DEPARTMENT

“Finally, after 30 years, we have a
Housing Department, with one Cabinet
Secretary accountable for the entire
housing industry,” gushes a beaming Ng,
“unlike before, when we had a housing
chairman who was just the coordinator of
the various housing agencies. Hopefully,
it will be well funded by the Budget
Department starting next year and the
housing industry should be much better

in providing housing because we have a
very serious backlog, which is increasing
every year.”

Administrative Order No. 1 creating
the Department of Housing will speed
up land conversion of non-irrigable or
irrigated agricultural lands to make housing
affordable to low-income Filipino families.
With the faster processing of land conversion
(no need for so many permits and to wait
for years because there’s just one agency to
deal with), Ng hopes that more developers
will be enticed to develop projects for the
low- and middle-income sectors.

Decreasing or totally eliminating this
backlog in 10 or so years will require the
active participation not only of the private
sector but also of the government and
other business organizations to make the
industry grow faster.

“Although we have done a lot, a lot more
needs to be done,” muses Ng as he prepares
to pass on the baton as SHDA chair to his
successor by the end of this year. “That the
conversion process is now facilitated, that
would be one of the accomplishments I can
be proud of as (outgoing) chair of SHDA.
This would free up non-irrigable agri lands
and help developers all over the country in
building more homes for the Filipino people.”

As an economist true to his calling, Ng
believes in giving every Filipino a home
of his own. “It will give them a stake
in the future of the country, make them
more responsible,” he asserts. “There’s a
sense of ownership, civic pride, and the
will to really work harder and be more
disciplined because if they can’t pay for
the amortization, they will be kicked out
of the house.”

As he leaves SHDA, he vows to
continue the work he started. “It’s an
advocacy worth living for, worth fighting
for,” he resolutely declares. “In life, just as
in business, it should be more than profits
alone. It’s about leaving a legacy, making
an impact on our communities. We want
to help create a country where every
Filipino deserves his own home.”

And where every Filipino can dream
and make their dreams come true.




